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BRODNAX FAMILY. 

Among the families of County Kent, in England, the Brod- 
naxes held a respected position. The following pedigree is taken 
from Berry's Kentish Genealogies: 

1 Robert 1 Brodnax, living temp. Henry V., married Alice 
Scoppe, and had 2 Robert Brodnax, of Hythe, who died in 1487. 

2 Robert 2 Brodnax, of Hythe (Robert 1 ), married 

Julian, and had issue: 3 John, 4 Cecelia, 5 Margaret, married 
John Home. 

3 John 3 Brodnax (Robert 2 , Robert 1 ) married Margaret , 

and had issue: 6 William 4 ', of Burmarsh; 7 Winifred, 8 Joan, 
9 Martha. 

6 William 4 Brodnax (John 3 , Robert 2 , Robert 1 ) married 

Agnes , and died in 1527. Issue : 10 Robert, of Chariton, 

married Joan Knight and had fourteen children; 11 Thomas*, 
of Godmersham, 12 Joan, 13 Wilmynn. 

11 Thomas 5 Brodnax, of Godmersham (William 4 , John 3 , 

Robert 2 , Robert 1 ) married first Gilbert, and had 14 John, 

who married Rebecca Leeds, and had three daughters, 15 Robert, 

of New Romney, died 1605, married first Joan , who 

d. s. p. 1592; married second Ursula , and had Robert, 

William, Thomas, John, Richard, Henry and Elizabeth, who 
married Ralph Knight. Thomas 5 Brodnax married secondly 
Julian Brockman, sister of Sir William Brockman, of Beach- 
borough, and had 16 Thomas, of Godmersham, Esq.; 17 Henry, 
died young; 18 Henry, 19 John, 20 William, 21 Margaret, mar- 
ried Robert Jenkins; 22 Mildred, married Alexander Rayner; 
23 Elizabeth, married John Chapman; 24 Joan, married Wil- 
liam Pysing; 25 Anne, married George May; 26 Jane, married 

Nicholas Pemble; 27 Susan, married Lambe; 28 Sarah, 

married William Curteis. 

16 Thomas 6 Brodnax (Thomas 5 , William 4 , John 3 , Robert 2 , 
Robert 1 ), of Godmersham, Esq., died in 1658. He married first 
Katherine, daughter and coheir of John Southland, of New 
Romney, who died sine prole; married second Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of John Taylor, of Wilsborough, and had 29 Thomas, 30 Wil- 
liam, died infant; 31 Henry, 32 Robert Brodnax, born Novem- 
ber 5, 1615, died February 22, 1673, and buried at Tenterden : 




Gen. Wm. Henry Brodnax. 








Enlarged Photographs from Seal which belonged to 
Gen. Wm. Henry Brodnax. 
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married August 8, 1643, Elizabeth Curteis, of Woodchurclx, who 
died April 26, 1644, aged twenty-five, and had Katherine; 32 
John Brodnax, who married Dorothy, and had Thomas, John, 
William, Eobert, Elizabeth and Martha; 33 Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried Daniel White, of Winchelsea; 34 Mary, married John 
Knowles; 35 Martha, married William Wotton; 36 Susan. 

29 Thomas 7 Brodnax (Thomas 6 , Thomas 5 , William 4 , John 3 , 
Eobert 2 , Eobert 1 ), of Godmersham, Esq., died 1667. Married 
Jane, daughter of William James, of Ightham, Esq., and had 
issue: 37 Thomas, 38 Eobert, died infant; 39 Robert, married 
Gibbon; 40 Henry, 41 Eoger, 42 Sir William, of God- 
mersham, knighted in 1664, died in 1673, married Mary, daugh- 
ter of John Digges, Esq., of Chilham in Kent ; 43 Jane, married 
Thomas Papillon, of London; 44 Elizabeth, married Thomas 
Turner, of Canterbury ; 45 Sarah, died infant ; 46 Sarah. 

So far the English records. 

In the York county (Virginia) records appears Major John 
Brodnax, whose will, proved Nov. 16, 1657, names wife Dorothy, 
and children: Thomas, eldest son, "living in England at the 
Golden Griffin with Mr. Thomas Turget (?), Fair Church 
Street," to whom he gave the proceeds of any goods or servants 
arriving by this next shipping. John Brodnax, "living with Mr. 
Joseph King at the Golden Sonne in Gracious Street," one gold 
ring with the motto engraved, "Think e on thy ende, and also 
the life and death of thy freinde/' Elizabeth Brodnax, "my Bible 
booke, also my Eare-Eing w th a diamond in it." As he does not 
appear in the list of the militia officers of any of the counties, his 
title "Major" indicates that he was a refugee cavalier officer, a 
fact also shown by his personal estate outcried at York, Novem- 
ber 19, 1657, which consisted of the fine outfit of a gentleman of 
high standing — 3 periwigs, one rapier and belt, five broadcloth 
suits, slippers, ribbons, etc. 

This Major Brodnax was evidently 32 John (above), as the 
names of his wife and children are identical. 

Towards the end of the seventeenth century there appeared in 
Virginia two brothers, William and John Brodnax, sons of 
Eobert Brodnax, a goldsmith of London and a native of God- 
mersham, County Kent, England. They must have been great- 
nephews of Major John 7 Brodnax, and sons of 29 Eobert 8 Brod- 
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nax, who married Gibbon. William Brodnax, the younger 

son, settled at Jamestown Island, and John Brodnax, his elder 
brother, settled first in Henrico county, and afterwards in Wil- 
liamsburg, where he carried on his father's trade as a goldsmith, 
and died in 1719. 

The following is a letter from Dr. John W. Brodnax, of Man- 
chester, enclosing a copy of Bible entries illustrating the de- 
scendants of William Brodnax, of Jamestown. 

Manchester, Va., December 22, 1900. 

My Dear Sir: I would have answered your letter before, but have 
been waiting to get the information you desired. The Bible record of 
the Brodnax family is in the possession of Mrs. W. S. Roulhac, of Spray. 
N. C. The portraits are owned by Mr. Frederick Brodnax, of Wilming- 
ton, N. C. I send you a copy of the record from the "Old Bible." The 
portraits are very old and difficult to photograph; some of them are too 
dark to be photographed at all. I have negatives of some of them, and 
the picture I send you is a fair sample of how they print. If you think 
you can use them, will gladly have pictures struck off from the other 
negatives for you. 

The branch of the family to which I belong is the one from which 
General William Henry Brodnax descended. His brother Meriwether 
Bathurst Brodnax was my grandfather, Judge Henry Brodnax, who 
emigrated to Kentucky, was their uncle. I have not yet been able to 
connect them with the other Brodnaxes, although I know they are of 
the same family. The photo of the seal, which I also send, belonged 
(Seal) to General Brodnax, and it corresponds to the coat of arms in 
the possession of the other branch. If you can aid me in finding the 
missing link, I assure you it will be a great favor to me. 

It will afford me great pleasure to give you any information I have 
about the family, and hoping that what I send will be of some service 
to your. 

I am, Yours truly, Johx W. Brodnax. 

Copies of Entries in the Brodnax Bible. 
(Now in possession of Mrs. W. S. Roulhac, Spray, X. C.) 

William Brodnax was born Feb. 28, 1675, the youngest son of 
Robert Brodnax, goldsmith, in Holborn, in London. He was 
born at Godmersham, in Kent. 

Rebeckah Brodnax died December 19, 1723, aged forty-six 
years, and was interred at the burying at her former husband's, 
Mr. Edward Travis, in James City Island, and has left issue by 
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William Brodnax, her late husband, William, Edward and Eliza- 
beth Eebeekah. This was my dear father's Bible, Eobert Brod- 
nax. I desire it may be given to my eldest son after my decease 
to keep in memory of his grandfather and me, William Brodnax. 
It being my father's. William Brodnax died February 16, 1727, 
aged fifty-one years, eleven months and sixteen days, and was 
interred at the burying place in James City Island. (The Lord 
in heaven receive his soul. Amen.) 

This Bible was given by Eobert Brodnax, goldsmith, to his 
son William Brodnax, who came to Virginia and intermarried 
with Mrs. Travis at Jamestown. By her he had my father Wil- 
liam Brodnax, who intermarried with Ann Hall, and at his 
death he gave it to be kept in remembrance of him and my 
grandfather, and I desire that it may be given to my son Eobert 
Brodnax at my death, William E. Brodnax. I was married to 
Sarah Jones on 24th December, 1785, and on 30th April, 1787, 
we had born Eobert Brodnax, who was baptized on 26th of June 
following, and his gossips were Mr. Fred Jones, Dr. Xichols, 
Joseph Bowedon, Hall Brodnax, William Call, Miss Ann Jones, 
Betty Jones, Mary Walker and Mary Brodnax — William E. 
Brodnax. 

Betty Epes Brodnax was born on 20th September, 1789, and 
was baptized 28th December, 1789, and her gossips were Mr. 
Sterling Peebles, Mr. Turner Powers, and Mr. William Wilkins, 
Mrs, Polly Call, Miss Bettie Jones, Miss Sallie Jackson. 

2nd June, 1792, had a daughter born (rest torn off).* 

July 23, 1793, had born a son called William Frederick, who 
was baptized on 2nd of January, 1794. Gossips were Charles B. 
Jones, Henry Jackson, Eichard Clark and Thomas H. Brodnax, 
Travis Jones, Nancy Jones, Betsy Jones, Sallie Cargele, Patsy 
Brodnax and Ann Jackson. 

April 1, 1796, had a son born called Edward Travis. My 
mother, Mrs. Sarah Brodnax, died at 3 o'clock Sunday evening, 
7th November, 1830, aged about seventy. A. Brodnax. 

My father, Mr. William E. Brodnax, died at 5 o'clock, Wed- 
nesday evening, January 12, 1831, aged seventy-six. 

* This was Ann Brodnax, as shown by another copy. 
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Descendants of William Brodnax. 

1 William 1 Brodnax, born February 28, 1675, died February 
16, 1727; was burgess for Jamestown, Va., in 1718, and in 1723. 
He married the widow of Edward Travis (who died in 1700), 
Eebecca Champion (born 1677; died December 19, 1723). Issue: 
2 William Brodnax, 3 Edward, 4 Elizabeth Eebecca. 

2 William 2 Brodnax (William 1 ) married Ann Hall, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Hall, of Prince George, and in 1746 sold his lands 
on Jamestown Island and moved to Prince George county, and 
later to Brunswick county. In 1730 he was justice for James 
City county, and in 1745 justice for Prince George. Issue: 5 

Elizabeth, married William Evans; 6 a daughter, married 

Wall, and had John and William Brodnax Wall ; 7 Ann, married 

Jackson; 8 Mary, married Smith; 9 , married 

Power,* and had Henry Power, William Brodnax Power, 

and John Power; 10 William, born in Prince George county, 
Nov. 26, 1745 (Bristol Parish Kegister) ; 11 John, 12 William 
Edward, born 1755; 12 Thomas Hall Brodnax. 

William Brodnax made his will in Brunswick county, April 
22, 1770, and it was proved March 25, 1771. Names wife Ann, 
brother Edward Brodnax, William Brodnax, of Dinwiddie, son- 
in-law William Evans, son John Brodnax, "wife and all my chil- 
dren." 

His wife Ann Hall Brodnax made her will Sept. 29, 1788, and 
it was proved March 23, 1789. It names son John Brodnax and 
his daughters; Martha Kennon Brodnax; son William E. Brod- 
nax, to whom she gave "the family pictures and the money due 
me that came by his father, my deceased husband;" my grand- 
sons John Wall and William Brodnax Wall ; daughter Elizabeth 
Evans; daughter Ann Jackson; daughter Mary Smith; grand- 
sons Henry Power, William Brodnax Power, John Power, her 

* There were other marriage connections between the Halls, Powers 
and Brodnaxes. In 1739, Thomas Hall, of Prince George, married Molly, 
daughter of Major Henry Power, of James City county. In Albemarle 
Parish Register, Sussex county, Elizabeth Power, daughter of Henry 
Brodnax and Anne his wife, was born March 2, 1765. Mary, daughter 
of John Power and Elizabeth his wife, was born March 27, 1759. (For 
Power pedigree, see VII., 129.) 
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three sons John, William Edward and Thomas Hall Brodnax. 
Witnesses, Frederick Jones, Mary Call. 

12 William Edward 3 Brodnax (William 2 , William 1 ) was 
justice of Brunswick in 1794 and sheriff in 1807. He married 
Sarah Jones December 24, 1787, probably a daughter of Fred- 
erick Jones, son of Thomas Jones and Elizabeth Cocke, eldest 
daughter of Dr. William Cocke, Secretary of State, and his wife 
Elizabeth Catesby, sister of Mark Catesby, the celebrated natur- 
alist. See Jones Family (by Judge L. H. Jones), page 42. Is- 
sue: 14 Robert, of "Cascade," North Carolina, born April 20, 
1787; 15 Betty Eppes, born Sept, 20, 1789; 16 Anne, born June 
2, 1792; 17 William Frederick, born July 23, 1793; 18 Edward 
Travis, born April 1, 1796, member of North Carolina House of 
Commons for Rockingham county, 1822-1824. 

Mrs. Sarah Brodnax died 'Nov. 7, 1830, aged about seventy. 
William Brodnax died January 12, 1831, aged seventy-six. 

3 Edward 2 Brodnax (William 1 ) moved to Charles City 
county, where he was one of the justices in 1745. In 1738 
Thomas Moody, of Charles City county, made a deed for land in 
Flat Rock Creek, in Brunswick county, to Edward Brodnax, of 
Charles City county, gent. : Witnesses, William Brodnax, John 
Hall, Thomas Hall. In 1748 he was elected as a burgess to the 
General Assembly from Charles City county, but died before 
taking his seat. (Colonial Virginia Register, pages 122, 124.) In 
1749, William Brodnax, his brother, was his administrator 
(Charles City Co. Records). He had issue, 19 William Brod- 
nax, mentioned as son in a deed recorded in Brunswick county; 
20 Henry Brodnax, who emigrated to Kentucky, and was a judge 
there. 

19 William 3 Brodnax (Edward 2 , William 1 ) attended Wil- 
liam and Mary College in 1761, and married Frances Belfield, 
widow of Robert Walker, of Dinwiddie county. She was daugh- 
ter of Thomas Wright Belfield, of Richmond county, and Mary 
Meriwether, who was widow of William Colston and daughter 
of Francis Meriwether and his wife Mary Bathurst, daughter of 
Lancelot Bathurst, fifth son of Sir Edward Bathurst, of County 
Kent, England (born 1615). See Jones Family, by Judge L. H. 
Jones. 

Issue: 20 Gen. William Henry Brodnax, lawyer, born in 
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Brunswick county, 1786, educated probably at Hampden- Sidney 
College, from which he received the honorary degree of M. A. in 
1830. Studied law in Petersburg under Sterling Ruffin; General 
Winfield Scott and Judge Tho&. Roane Ruffin, of North Carolina, 
his fellow-students; settled in Dinwiddie county, and practiced 
his profession in Brunswick, Greensville, Dinwiddie and city of 
Petersburg; practice large and lucrative. He was chief marshal 
at Yorktown when Lafayette visited there; appointed by the 
Legislature of Virginia to meet him in Baltimore in 1824; mem- 
ber of Virginia Legislature from Dinwiddie county for many 
years; of the State Convention of 1829-30; brigadier-general 
Virginia militia; commanded the troops during the Nat Turner 
insurrection; president elector in 1825; an active member of the 
American Colonization Society; died in Dinwiddie county Octo- 
ber 23, 1834. He married Ann Eliza, daughter of Thomas 
Withers. 21 Meriwether Bathurst, born in 1799; died August 
17, 1832, at White Sulphur Springs, aged thirty-three. He was 
a lawyer of ability and high standing in the Southside counties ; 
member of the Legislature from Southampton county in 1827, 
and married a daughter of Dr. Robert Walker, of "Kingston," 
Dinwiddie county, by whom he had the late Dr. Robert W. Brod- 
nax, of Manchester. 22 John Belfield married Sallie Woolfolk, 
of Bowling Green, Caroline county. 

The following were students of William and Mary College : 
William Brodnax, said to be of Brunswick in 1813 ; Alexander 
Brodnax, in 1817; Wm. A. Brodnax, of Greensboro, Ala., son 
of Dr. D. W. Brodnax, aged nineteen, in 1852-53 ; Edward T. 
Brodnax, aged nineteen, son of R. Brodnax, Cascade, Pittsyl- 
vania county, Va. 

From newspapers and other sources I find that Alexander 
Brodnax, of Brunswick county, died February 21, 1832, aged 
thirty-three. Henry Brodnax was living in Petersburg in 1786. 
John W. Brodnax, of Pittsylvania county, married in 1848 
Susan M., daughter of Thomas Ruffin, Chief Justice of North 
Carolina. C. A. Brodnax, of Petersburg, was captured June 9, 
1864, while serving in front of that city. 
{To be Continued.) 



